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From: dale. farm <dale,farm@ntlworld.com> 

To: "dale. farm" <dale.farm@ntlworld.com>, <kellyr@parliament.uk>, 
<ed.stafford@odpm.gsi.gov.uk>, <trevor.diesch@odpm.gov.uk>, 
<alison.bowerbank@odpm.gsi.gov.uk>, <jason.mckenzie@odpm.gsi.gov.uk>, 
<gypsies@odpm. gis.gov. uk>, <sheila.clarke@goeast.gsi.gov.uk>, 
<ruth.kelly@odpm.gsi.gov.uk>, <yvette.cooper@odpm.gsi.gov.uk>, 
<sbarton@cre.gov.uk>, <mtphillips@cre.gov.uk> 

Cc: <condona9@aol.com>, <josephjonesct3@aol.com>, 
<ukassociationofgypsywomen@yahoo.co.uk>, <joseph@jones.t.f>, 
<jon.austin@nqe.com> 

Date: Thursday, May 11, 2006 10:59 am 
Subject: LETTER FOR RUTH KELLY Re: GYPSIES 


To: 

Rt.Hon. Ruth Kelly 
Minister 

Communities & Local Government 
From: 

Mr Clifford Codona 
chair 

UK Gypsy, Traveller and 
Roma Forum 

(UK section of the European Roma 
and Travellers Forum, Strasbourg) 

6 May 2006 

RE: TRAVELLERS' COMMUNITY: 

DALE FARM, CRAYS HILL, ESSEX 

RE: CONDUCT OF PRIVATE COMPANIES 
HIRED BY LOCAL COUNCILS FOR 
EVICTION OF GYPSIES FROM THEIR 
OWN LAND 

Dear Miss Kelly, 

We very much welcome your appointment 
as Minister responsible for communities and local 
government. 
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On a matter of urgency, we would like first to 
draw your attention to the following: 

As you will be aware from the records, Mr John Prescott 
took an active interest in the future of Dale Farm, Crays 
Hill, Essex, the largest Travellers' community in the UK. 

Though located on a former scrapyard and next 
to licensed mobile-home sites. Dale Farm's 86 homes are 
under threat of being bulldozed by Tory-led Basildon 
council, after a vote to spend up to £3 million on an 
eviction. Basildon Labour group have denounced the 
decision as racially tainted and disproportionate (only a 
small area of technically greenbelt zone is involved). 

Mr Prescott had recently visited Basildon and proposed that 
land at Pitsea, owned by English Partnership, should be 
offered as an alternative to the families who have not 
yet obtained planning permission for their homes and 
yards. 

He has given an extra 12 months temporary 
stay (up to December this year) for 10 yards at Dale Farm, 
as a result of their appeal hearing. The remaining 40 yards 
are the subject of planning appeals starting on 1 August. 

Secondly, we would like to carry forward with you the 
discussions we have been having with the Gypsies Affairs Unit 
at your department, where we have recently met twice with 
Ms Michelle Banks and others, at the invitation of Ms Yvette 
Cooper. 

These have been concerned with the spate of 
evictions of Gypsy families from their own land, which 
have escalated in the past three years. 

Whatever the rights and wrongs of individual 
cases (and I have been evicted from my own land), 
we believe, as I'm sure you do, that evictions should be 
carried out in a proper manner and in accordance with the 
law; especially as regards health and safety regulations. 

Since 2000, hundreds of Gypsy families have been "cleared" 
from their own properties; often this has been from land they 
have purchased in good faith on the advice of the Government, 
following passage of the Criminal Justice Act, 1994. Mine 
was one such instance, where a group of families 
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intended to provide for their own needs on what had 
previously been a touring caravan site. 

Overall figures show that the contribution by 
our private sector amounts to more than 30% of the 
plots or individual yards avail to Gypsies and Travellers. 

Everyone recognises that this would be substantially 
higher but for the difficulties we encounter when 
applying for planning permission; coupled with high 
land prices. 

The loss of private yards, in addition the the 
closing of public-sector sites by councils (since the duty 
to maintain sites was removed) has brought great 
hardship. This has been worsened by the decrease in 
tolerance and a rise in racism notable throughout Britain. 

Although, as we concluded at the ODPM, the really 
hardline attitude is confined to a limited number of local 
authorities (perhaps 50), the impact of these on our 
community has frankly become intolerable. As we 
experience it, they are using, or misusing, planning 
regulations as a smokescreen for a policy of ethnic- 
cleansing. 

As mentioned, Ms Yvette Cooper was kind enough to 
arrange a meeting for us on 6 April with Ms Michelle Banks 
and others of the Gypsy Affairs Unit at the ODPM, when the 
issue of the conduct of evictions was discussed. A 
second meeting took place at the end of April, at which 
we again raised complaints about the conduct of 
evictions. 

It was agreed at this meeting that we should have 
an opportunity to present our evidence, in both written 
and video form, to substantiate our complaints. 

I have to say that our prime concern is the way 
operations have been carried out by Constant & Co., 
the largest of the bailiff companies "specialising" in this 
gipsy evict work. Our complaints against this company include: 

1) needlessly burning property, including homes (caravans) 
and huts; 2) endangering the lives of children and elderly persons 
through disregard of health and safety regulations; 

3) blocking rights of way, 4) damage to topsoil; 5) leaving 
exposed electric wiring. 


You have to see video film to appreciate that far from 
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"restoring" the rural aspect of land, this company has left 
properties (still owned by Gypsy families) in a despoiled 
and ugly state, topsoil removed, surrounded by earth banks 
and due to destruction of drainage systems often flooded. 

During the last eviction, at Hoverfields Drive, Wickford, Essex 
(since halted by a Judicial Review), cess tanks were broken 
and left to contaminate the area and a private yard under 
protection of an Injunction had fencing and hardstanding 
smashed by a JCB, owned by H.E.Services Ltd. 

The UK Forum has already felt it necessary, in our 
efforts to obtain respect for the human rights of our people, 
to mount complaints about the conduct of Constant (and others) 
and the councils who hire them through the European Roma and 
Travellers Forum in Strasbourg, and other leading NGOs. These 
include Advocacy Watch in Washington, the IAI in Italy and, 
as part of a European-wide survey. Genocide Watch. 

We concede that there are circumstances when land in 
greenbeit may have to be vacated. Our aim is to see that families 
have an alternate home to go to. Very rarely should it be 
necessary to "call in the heavies" has has been done wholesale 
in recent years. 

If eviction becomes unavoidable, then the professional 
companies involved, and the councils who hire them, must 
conduct themselves in a proper manner; in accordance with their 
own professed standards, within the regulations and all the legal 
requirements. 

At the eviction at Twin Oaks Farm, near South Mimms, 
Hertfordshire, last year, which I attended, small children were made 
to stand out in the cold at 5 am in the morning, gas-pipes were 
ripped from canisters and an elderly invalid using a wheelchair, 

Mrs Ann Egan, had the roof of her chalet broken down over her 
head. This is not how people should be treated under a Labour or 
any other government. 

Please will you set a date as soon as possible at which we 
can make a presentation to the Gypsy Affairs Unit of video on 
evictions, and the state land has been left with after such operations 
in different parts of the country. 

Yours sincerely. 


Clifford Codona 
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